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sea. In 1792 there had been no people in Europe released
from foreign rule to accustom men's minds to the idea of
nationality; the European monarchs were not allies but
enemies of the claim of France, and the country vrhere the
experiment was to be tried was not distant, but at her verv
doors. In 1848 there was no immediate menace to the
interests of any English class, and England could breathe
freely whilst she played the part of the friend of freedom.
In 1792 the governing classes of England saw their own
doom in the resounding ruin of the old order in France, and
behind the figure of Burke with his hand uplifted to heaven
there mustered and trembled all the creeping things in
politics, their eyes fixed on their quit-rents and their mono-
polies, and all the treasures and luxuries of earth.
It was an easy thing again for Wordsworth to write the
indignation of a high-minded Spaniard in 1810, when
Napoleon said he was conquering Spain for her good; it was
not an easy thing for Fox to write the indignation of a high-
minded Frenchman in 1/92 when Burke called on Europe
to conquer her for her good. The high-minded Spaniard
was our ally; the high-minded Frenchman was our enemy.
The civilisation of the high-minded Spaniard was outwardly
order; the civilisation of the high-minded Frenchman was
outwardly disorder. On the Duke of Brunswick's banners
there gleamed all the emblems the rulers of England loved ;
on Napoleon's all the emblems they hated. The bravery
that withstood Napoleon when he seemed invincible is the
solitary good thing in a generation of political disaster
to England. To understand Fox's bravery In 1793 we
must forget all that we know now of the Revolution, the
bad and brittle system Burke hoped to restore, and the
splendid tenacity of France, and remember alone that the
governing classes of England not only longed to destroy the
Revolution but thought that task simple. We know to-day
that there was no instance In which the claim to control a
foreign nation was less justified, if judged by the material
tests of order and happiness, than the instance in which